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Webinar Overview

• Brief snapshot of the program
– Objectives
– Key players

• Assessment process and eligibility and compliance

• What makes an application a competitive application?
– Presentation style
– Partners
– Contributions
– Growth Centres 
– Priority areas

• Application portal



• To improve the competitiveness, productivity and sustainability of Australian 
industries, especially where Australia has a competitive strength, and in line 
with government priorities

• To foster high quality research to solve industry-identified problems through 
industry-led and outcome focused collaborative research partnerships between 
industry entities and research organisations

• To encourage and facilitate small and medium enterprises (SME) participation 
in collaborative research

CRC Program Objectives



• Medium/long term - up to ten years

• Large collaborations 
(average 30-40 partners)

• No specified limit to funding 
(average grant is $35-40 million)

• One two-stage round per year

• Short term – up to three years

• Small collaborations 
(average 5 partners)

• Maximum $3 million per project 
(average grant is $2 million) 

• Two single-stage rounds per year

CRCs CRC Projects

CRC and CRC Project streams

• Funded for a single, specified term
• Matching contributions required (can be in cash and in-kind)



CRC Program Governance arrangements – key players

Innovation and Science 
Australia (through CRC 
Advisory Committee):

• Advises and makes 
recommendations to the 
Minister 

• Undertake:

– merit assessments

– ranking of 
applications

– recommends 
application

– monitoring 
performance of CRCs 
and CRC-Ps and the 
overall Program

Minister for Industry, 
Science and Technology – 
The Hon Karen Andrews 
MP:

• Ultimate decision maker

– approves guidelines

– approves 
applications

Department of Industry, 
Innovation and Science: CRC 
Projects Team

• Manage the application 
process including attending 
Committee meetings

• Review applications

• Manage resulting grant 
agreements

• Review all reporting

• Processing payments

• Variations

• Main contact point regarding 
CRC and CRC-Ps – 
applicants and current 
grantees 



 
 

Ms Kylie Sproston     Prof Ian Chubb AC                   Mr Doug Stuart 
         (Chair) 

Ms Denise Goldsworthy   Prof Damian Barrett           Prof Christobel Saunders AO  

Know your CRC Advisory Committee



CRC-P Timeline

CRC-P Round 8 Timeline

13 Aug 2019 
Applications 

Open

24 Sept 2019
Applications 

Close

Dec 2019 
Round 8 
Outcomes 
Anticipated

From Jan 
2020

Projects 
commence



Assessment Process

• Applications lodged

• Department compliance check 
• Committee assess applications*

• Recommendations on funding 

• Minister's decision on funding

CRC Projects

* Additional assessments are sought 
and provided to the Committee at 

these points.     
The Committee then meet to discuss 
and rank the individual applications.



• Include sufficient and eligible Partners 

• All Partners must provide contributions (cash and/or in-kind)

• Complete, signed and unamended Declarations must be provided for all Partners

– Consistent with the application (project and partner names and ABNs) 

• Ensure consistency between income and expenditure and activity and delivery 
dates

• Do not include additional material

• Check your application before submission allowing
enough time to correct any errors 

• Applications must be submitted on time!

Eligibility and Compliance requirements



Timing of 
CRC Projects 
received in 
Round 7



Overarching presentation of your application

• Plain English – is your application concise, have you avoided unnecessary 
jargon and acronyms? 

• Avoid repetition – read the factsheets and answer the question asked

• Sufficient detail and clarity against all criteria

• Succinct and well articulated industry challenge

• The application clearly outlines the essential activities to be undertaken

Make your application competitive



Partners

• Open to all industry sectors and research disciplines

• Broad collaboration is encouraged including:
– Australian and international organisations, 
– large and small companies, 
– Commonwealth, state or territory or local government departments or 

agencies, and 
– research organisations, such as universities, publically funded research 

organisations and medical research institutes (MRIs)

• All partners must contribute cash and/or in-kind resources.

Make your application competitive



Partners
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Partner Statistics

Partner mix 
Average of 35 
funded 
applications 

SMEs
47%

Large 
Industry
19%

Large 

Researc
h

Other 
4% Partner 

Contributions

Average of 35 
funded 
applications 

Research
28%

Other 0.6%

Industry 
(Large + 
SME)

(Cash & in-



Contributions



Growth Centre linkages
• Ensure you have links with and have held discussions with the Industry Growth 

Centres 

– Alignment with Growth Centre priorities

– Growth Centres can be a partner in a CRC or CRC-P

Make your application competitive



CRC-P Priority Funding

• Round 4 : Advanced manufacturing 
• Round 6: Artificial intelligence 
• Round 7: Critical minerals 
• Round 8: Plastics recycling and plastic waste reduction 

Critical minerals

Plastics Recycling:
• Proposals must demonstrate new, innovative ways of recycling plastic materials 

which would otherwise become waste and/or measure reduced volumes of 
plastic waste lost to landfill.

Critical Minerals: 
• Proposals which focus specifically on critical minerals are encouraged. 

Proposals which include broader research will require a strong case the 
research is important to improve Australia’s critical mineral capabilities.

Be aware of Government priorities



Applications received and funded – 
it is highly competitive!
Round Submitted Compliant Successful Funding

One 92 80 11 $22.6mil
Two 62 57 17 $34.5mil
Three 38 35 13 $28.8mil
DNA 39 37 7 $13.9mil
Four 74 72 15 $33.1mil
Five 71 70 13 $29.3mil
Six 98 96 19 $40.4mil
Seven 110 106  16 $30.5mil
Total 584 553 111 $233.2mil



Business.gov.au portal



Business.gov.au portal



Section 6 – Project Partners



Section 7 – Project Information



Section 8 – Government Priorities



Section 9 – Project Funding



Section 10 – Merit Criteria



Section 12 – Submitting your application



CRC-P general contact: 
CRCProjects@industry.gov.au 

+61 2 6213 6890

Internet: www.business.gov.au
13 28 46

Questions

http://www.business.gov.au/
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